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| etter From Our Founders

Dear Felix Family,

We started the Felix Organization 10 years ago. Our
mission was simple: to ENRICH the lives of children
growing up in foster care. Thanks to the efforts of our
supporters, we are still devoted to this cause Jroo|<:1y. As
adoptees who were fortunate enough to be "taken home,"
our greatest desire is to provide new experiences and
broaden the horizons of children who are not as

fortunate.

Our purpose is to provide programs for children growing
up in foster care that will leave a positive impact on their
lives, whether we send them to our signature program
CAMP FELIX (now based in both NY and LA), host a
Thonksgiving dinner for them, or give them giFJrs at
Christmas time. If we send them to o sports event,

the Radio Ci’ry Music Hall Christmas 5pec’rocu|or, provide
grants for dance class or football camp, buy them
textbooks or computers, the goal remains clear: TO

CHANGE THE LIFE OF A CHILD in foster care who

|’10$ |€SS 'H’]OI’] our chi|c|ren CIHCI we dO.

We believe ALL children are OUR children and we are
responsible for ALL of them. As we approach our 11th
year, we dre oppeo|ing to you, our past, present and

future donors, to help us keep the dream alive.

We can on|y chonge the world if we inspire the children
in it TogeJrher we can chonge their experiences

and therefore chonge the future for the better.

God bless and thank you,
Sheila and Dorry|
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WHATWE DO

Camp Felix

For four weeks each summer, children in the foster care system from New York
City’s most impoverished communities are given the chance to leave behind their
difficult circumstances and gain independence, make new friends and explore the
natural world at our campus in Putnam Valley, New York, approximately one hour

north of New York City. Here is a look at who our campers are:

CRONONONONO

Females Males 8-9 yrs.old 10-11yrs.old 12-13yrs. old 14-15 yrs. old
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In 2016,

New York City youth attended
Camp Felix.

NN

Of those 166 campers,

were NEW campers!

THANKYOU TO OUR IN-KIND DONORS:

State Bags donated 100 backpacks this year,
outfitting our campers for the summer and also for
their first days back to school!

Felix Friend, Artie Rabin, donated sweatshirts to our
campers to keep them warm on chilly summer nights!

(Please see our full list of in-kind donors on page 20)
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CAMPER SPOTLIGHT: JASMINE

v ‘4 £
Jasmine is a shining example of a Camp Felix al he has been a camper, counselor-in-training, - i
volunteer, and plans to be a counselor when she turns 18. -

In 2016, she participated in a creative writing workshop sponsored by Beyond Camp.
"The first lesson | learned was just being true to myself and writing exactly how I talk. "

Here she writes about her experiences in the class. We couldn't be more proud.

September 10, 2016:

Well today was a big day for me! | can definitely say that it was a day full of challenges. | say this because of my first task
today. This task involved me traveling to the city to begin my very first class of creative writing. | think this was a
challenge for me because it is number one something definitely out of my comfort zone and something | would not
normally do because | can get very shy. So being in this class was surely a huge step out of my comfort zone. Although |
can definitely say | am glad that the class is small and | am meeting new people as well as getting to know the people |
already knew, even better.

| thought the class would be big and full of experienced people who would look down on me. So when | saw Robert, a lot
of that negativity | had in my mind went down the drain. | am also so thankful for the size setting. Large crowds tend to
deeply frighten me. Although | may never know it or it may take time for me to learn, | really want to know what it is that
| wrote that made Missy as well as a few others tell me | was a good writer and recommended me to participate in this
class. | am really looking forward to all of the techniques and learning material from this class.

I'm already hard on myself, but | will continue to do what | do because at the end of the day for a sixteen year old | know |
am excelling. | mean look at me: | have a job and I'm claiming some type of independence. Those were my challenges
today and | am glad the day is over and | am still alive! | did it!

BY JASMINE
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OUR VALUES

The RESPECT Values program drives our culture at
The Felix Organization.
These values offer a simple guide for leading a more
positive life.

R Respect for self and others

Engqge in positive

decision—making

Support each other at

camp
Peaceful conflict resolution

Experience something new
Care for your environment
Tolerance for others despite

E
S
D
E
C
T

differences
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CAMP FELIX WEST

FOR KiDS

Camp Felix is now serving foster children on both coasts!

IN 2016, WE SENT:

foster children to camp for one week in teens to Camp Felix West for a
the mountains outside of Los Angeles. holiday retreat in December.

We are proud that at Camp Felix West, more than half of the camp counselors
are former foster youth. This provides campers with mentorship by young

adults who can truly relate to their circumstances.
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LEADERSHIP,
BROTHERHOOD,
DEDICATION...I TAKE
THAT EVERYWHERE |
GO. | EVEN CHANGED
SOME OF MY FRIENDS
LIVES WITH THOSE
THREE WORDS.




BEYOND CAMP

Beyond Camp is a program that provides grants for NYC & LA youth in
foster care to join extracurricular activities throughout the year.

In 2016 we distributed over

to youth.

In 2016:

34% of grants were academic, including textbooks, after school
tutoring, and Spanish lessons.

23% were for the arts, including dance, photography, piano lessons, and
guitar class.

23% were sports related, including football, basketball, and gymnastics.

19% were vocational, including welding, cooking, recording studio time.

LaFrance dreams of being a scientist and
finding a cure for Alzheimer's disease. With
the help of Beyond Camp, she attends an
after school program that encourages her to
do her best in school. Columbia University,

here she comes!
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FELIX FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

Felix provides year-round experiences for children in the foster care system in
New York City and Los Angeles including Broadway shows, private movie
screenings, professional sporting events and more.

e

HILL
iy ,ll_‘ /blﬁﬂ:‘:\_f—oaﬂz Every year we host 100 children for a Thanksgiving Feast-i-val in
* AT CTE VSRR partnership with Hill Country Barbecue restaurant in Manhattan.

In December, 100 children experienced the magic of the
Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular,a NYC
tradition that every child deserves to enjoy!

DMC poses with campers and family at our Thanksgiving Feast-i-val. 11 | WHAT WE DO



SECRET SANTA

Secret Santa is a gift-giving initiative that provides holiday cheer to older
youth in foster care who are often overlooked at this time of year.

In 2016, we distributed:

over in gift cards to over kids.

Two new corporate partners supported our gift drive this year:
Peloton and Baron Capital.

PELOTON
Regal Cinemas donated The remaining cards came from Felix friends,
REGAL $5,000 in gift cards to give including Lorraine Bracco, Denise Chamian,
CINEMAS children for the holidays. Lisa Herman, Robby Browne and many more!
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CHAMPION SPOTLIGHT: TRAVIS WELCOME

\

Travis has worked with The Felix rg&niz 08.‘From Iﬁmb! beginnings as a beloved
counselor at Camp Felix, he went on to serve as Assistant Director of Camp Felix for two years and
now works year round at our partner, The New York Foundling’s school for foster children, Haven
Academy. We caught up with him to learn more about his experience with FELIX and here's what
he had to say:

What makes Camp Felix different from other sleepaway programs?

...The fact that we're able to change the child’s environment without removing their culture. We attract staff members that come
from all over the world who bring with them unique traditions and life experiences and we say to them, “Be yourself" because kids
will only connect with you if they know you're being genuine.

What made you continue going back to Camp Felix for seven summers?

Honestly, realizing the impact | had on my campers was incredible. It was a life changing experience to watch children push themselves out of their
comfort zones everyday. I'll always remember the first set of hugs and thank you letters | received at the end of my first summer. To know that we have
the ability to be a safe haven for children during the summer despite their current living situation is really what kept me coming back.

What is something you have learned from working with children?

...Never give up. As adults when we fail at something we tend to go into a state of shock where we are restricted by the fear of failing again. However,
children are quite different; they can fall 4-5 times and quickly get up without hesitation. In the moment, there might be tears and frustration, but
there is never fear of trying again. They get up, they fall, and they try again until they succeed.

How did working at Camp Felix impact your life?
Working at Camp Felix definitely helped me figure out what my path in life was at a very early age: | learned how to be a DJ, learned how to put a show

together, give speeches, and host events. All of which helped me realize that | have a great ability to connect with people in a very impactful way
through music and speaking.

As a junior board member for the Felix Organization, what do you hope to accomplish?

My goal is simple: connect as many talented individuals with youth who can directly benefit from the experience of having a young professional in their
life. The impact of having a conversation with someone who is already in the career you dream of pursuing can significantly help shape your perspective
on the life goals you have for yourself.

What do you hope children learn from you?
As akid | vividly remember watching TV and hearing all the reasons | wouldn’t make it: the statistics, the crime, the incarceration rate, etc. | hope
children learn that they can be leaders within their community despite the odds placed against them.
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e "l have the support needed to reach
my goa|s," inc|uo|ing moking the
honor rall, going fo co||ege, and

becoming a counselor!

o Being af Comp Felix he|peo| "me gain

comcidence qnd reach my gOGIS."

o "Being at Camp Felix helped me

|eqrn hOW to overcome chq"enges."

The Felix Organization helps our youth build

job experience, expand their leadership skills,

and learn on-the-job competencies that help
them begin their professional careers.

OUR IMPACT | 14



FELIX 2016 FINANCIAL REPORT

EXPENSE BREAKDOWN

Fundraising Total Expenses: $532,791

15% \

Admi
T
Program
68%
CONTRIBUTIONS BY SOURCE
Individual
: Gi ; Donations
Auctions ifts In-Kind
0 9%
6% 7% -
Corporate
Contributions

Grants
20%

3%

Event-Related
Donations
55%
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FOUNDERS

Sheila Jaffe

Cosfing Director & Children's Rithrs Activist

STAFF

Amanda Simonetta

Executive Director

HONORARY CHAIR

Lorraine Bracco

Actress, Producer, Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Conny Baris

CPA, Baris Financial
Management L+d.

Laurie Parise

Executive Director/Founder, Youth

Represenf

ADVISORY BOARD

Denise Chamian

Casting Director

John Shaw

Personal & Self-Actualization Coach,

Business Coach/Consultant, Spiri+uo|
Teocher, Counselor & Minister

Laura Tufariello
President, Founder and Owner

Design and Source Producﬁons, Inc.

WHO WE ARE

Darry| "DMC" McDaniels

Myra Scheer

Creative Consultant

Doug Herman

Partner, Titan Advisors, LLC

LaVonne Roberts
En’rrepreneur, Investor &

Advocate

Jolyn Farber

Entrepreneu rial Investor

Vonesso Spencer

Owner, Rodriquez Spencer Cos’ring

Musician & Children's Rig|’1+s Activist

Tiffany Araya

Program Coordinator

Michael ang
W oodstock Ventures Founder, The
Michoel Lang Organization

Lorry Ryckmqn
President and CEO, AfterMaster

Audio Labs

Susan Gluck Pappajohn
CEO & Founder, Arthemia

Claire Mercuri
Founder/President, Claire Mercuri

Public Relations
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WHO WE ARE

e M ek

JUNIOR BOARD

The Junior Board is a dynamic team of young professionals who use their talent and

experience to act as ambassadors for Felix by fundraising and engaging other young

professioncﬂs to make a difference in the lives of youfh in foster care.

Sean Bahrami
Contracting Officer, Columbia
Universify

an Wonder|y

Freelance Photographer,
Wonderly Imaging

Mike Dassinger
Director, SJrroJregic Content

Operations at MTV, VHI and
Logo

Shane Walsh

Post Production Associate,

Viacom

Saman Behbani
Director, Business & Legal
Affairs ot National Geogrophic

Partners

Travis Welcome
Futures Program Director,

Haven Acodemy

Justin Kirkland
Basketball Coach
& Actor

Morgan Baker
G rophic Designer

Alexis Van Wart
Master's Candidate in Social
Work, Adelphi University

Dan Casarella

Executive Assistant, MTV
Ne’rworks/Logo
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OUR SUPPORTERS

SPONSOR HIGHLIGHTS:

We would like to give a special thanks to the Dance This Way Gold and
Silver sponsors below who showed great dedication to our cause this year.

$10,000 & Above

Baron Capital, Inc.

BGC/Cantor Fitzgerald Charity Day
Dr. Anne H. Addington Fund, Inc.
Dwight Manley

Jolyn Farber

Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation
Richard and Natalie Mines

Sal and Maureen Bellino

Tri-Star Construction Corp.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR & CONSTRUCTION MANAGER

WOOD

2016 DONORS:

$5,000 to $9,999

Allstate Electric Corp.
Anonymous

Brad Richards

Bruce Willis Family Trust

Bryan Jacobson Foundation
Christina Carlino

Dario Gristina

Design & Source Productions, Inc.
Doug and Lisa Herman

IT Advisors

Jack S. Irushalmi

Joseph Leroy and Ann C. Warner Fund, Inc.

Leonard Sainovski
Leslie Moonves
Lloyd Jacobsen
Metropolis Group Inc.
Nick Bellino

Peter Cosola Inc.
Regal Foundation
Ronald Perelman
Teri Gevinson
Tim Nye

Traina Interactive

Viacom Inc.
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OUR SUPPORTERS

$1,000 to $4,999

ADCO Electrical Corporation
Andrew Malik

Arcstile & Co, Inc.

Baris Financial Management, Ltd
Bilan Floor Covering Co., Inc.
Bond Painting Company, Inc.
Boston Casting

Cassandra Hardman
Christopher Mullen
Christopher Schwartz
Christy and Jay Cashman
Claudia Mayer

D'agostino Levine Landesman & Lederman LLC

Dan Wonderly
Darryl McDaniels
David Shabsels
Denise Chamian
Dian Griesel
Distinct Drywall Inc.
Doug Chyhai
Elionora Kachka

Ella & Audrey

Ellen Brickwedde
Equinox

Erol Sevilmis
Fidelity Charitable Grant

Fred Gabler Helping Hand Camp Fund

Gotham Stone & Tile

Hal Sokoloff
H & L Electric
llene Landress

International Blind Contractors, Ltd.

James Gildea

Janet Moses

JoAnn D'Agostino

John laquinto

John & Rosemary Labozza
John Murphy

Joseph Santori

Joy Heslinga

Kaback Ent.

Kaitlin Mcelhenney
Karen Goldsmith

Karen Mack

Keith O'Connor

Kennon Surveying

L & L Painting Co., Inc.
Lara Petrick

Laugh Factory, Inc
Lorraine Bracco

Lysa Heslov

Marc Balducci
Marymount School Of NY
Michael Capasso

Michael, John L. and C.A.C.

$500 to $999

Alan Engle

Allstate Interior Demolition
Angela Peri

Anthony Gervino

Arthur Lasky

August Mechanical

Barry Bell

Boston Casting
City/Suburban Plumbing
Claire Mercuri

Claudia Mayer

Colin And Brennan

CS Global

Cynthia Yorkin

Daniel King

Daniel Quinn

Darius Anderson, Platinum Advisors
David Farber

Elizabeth Fitzpatrick
Elizabeth Quinn

Eric Weinstein

Faith Ryan

Francine Ward

Friel Brothers Paving Company, Inc.
Georgianne Walken

Gerard Falcone

Gideon Friedman

James Joseph
Jamie Sullivan
Jane Byrne

John Goldwyn & Jeff Klein

Jonathan Reed

Joseph & Cindy Houlihan

Julie Kim

Kathryn Schenker
Laura Tufariello
Linda Arnone
Luma -1l

Lysa Heslov

Mary Harris

Matros Automated Electrical Construction

Maureen O'Reilly
Michael Lynch
Nick Imperato
Nicky and Mary
Ophelia Friedman
Phyllis Taneszio
Rae L. Loomes
Robert Browne
Ron Meyer

Sal Bellino

Sara Colleton

MKT Group LLC D/B/A The Tippler
Newco Ironworks, Ltd

O'Connor's Carpet Center

One Simple Wish

Perna Group Contracting Corporation
Richard Correll

Risa Shapiro

Rocco Palazzolo

Sanjon Inc.

S & J Entrance & Window

Sam Nappi

Secure Door and Hardware

Sheila Jaffe

Shemore Construction, Inc.

Soros Fund Charitable Foundation
Sovereign Mechanical Corp

Staci Grodin

Soros Fund Charitable Foundation
Steven Glazer

Stuart Koenig & Bonnie Fox

Sydney Grodin

The John Drew Theater at Guild Hall
The Par Group

Therese Mahar

Tim Nye

Tristate Dismantling

Victor Syrmis

Warren L. and Lorraine L. Passmore Charitable Gift Fund
Yolande Dolly Fox

Scott Duquette

Scott Rosen

Sheila Jaffe

Silberstang Lasky Architects, PC
Stephen Digiuseppi

Stephen Eads

Steve and Julie Kurtz

Steven Eisenstadt

Steven Katz - Blue Chip Financial
The Dreier Family

The Joseph Family

The PATH Fund, Inc.

The Woodstock Chimes Fund
Therese & Ander Mahar
Thomas Affatato

Toni Garrn

Vanessa Spencer

Vincenzo Ferrara
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OUR SUPPORTERS

$250 to $499

Alan Sussman

Albert Pearlman Painting
Angela Tarantino

Ann Druyan

Ann Unterberg

Anthony Simonetta
Antonia Garrn

Beryl Snyder

Beth Henley

Bill Teitler & Nancy Doyne
Brad Rosen & Sean Donegan
Carl Ducena

Carol Kane

Carol Ricken

Carolann LaFountain
Cassandra and Bill

Chris Petarnsi

Cindy Butler

Claudia Baez

Clifford and Lillian Neimeth
Conor Allen

Cynthia Sikes

Dania Ramirex

In-Kind Donors

AfterMaster

Aqua Hydrate

Arizona Ice tea

Artie Rabin

Axis Promotions

Baris Financial

Chris Spencer

Clean Plates

David Arnold

Denise Chamian

E's Bar

Equinox

Francine D. Ward, Esq.

Fred Gabler Helping Hand Camp Fund
Gilded Hands

Good Sports Inc.

Hasbro

Hill Country Barbecue Market
Jeff Wallner

Jolie Gabler

Darius Anderson
Darlan Monterisi
David Blake
David Hernandez
David Pollak
Dawn Kamerling
Dawna Price

e's BAR

Evelyn Loeb & Joseph Davis
Flatirons Creative Management

Fred Wistow
Gretchen Harvey
James Terrill

Jan Koudela
Janet Antoian
Jared Shulman
Joel Menzin
John Rutherford
Julie Conn

Kang and Jenny Rah

Katie Spikes
Marius De Vries
Mark Leibowitz

Kate Lewis

KIND

Lorraine Bracco
Magnolia Bakery
Mike Young
Mitchell and Ness
Monsieur Touton
Peloton

Robert Browne
Russell Peters
Scott Duquette
S'well

Sheila Jaffe

Soul Cycle

State Bags, Inc.
Tanya-b
Wonderly Imaging

Abel Daniel

Alex Mines

Allie Kingsley
Allie Silber Ander
Anna Chung
Ashley Dunsing
Bella Pagan
Brandon Pagan
Brittany Greve
Cassie Bosquet
Clayton Barmore
Connie Lee

Dan Smith
Davesh Singh
Debbie Dragone
Destiny Paradiso
Diana McGrail
Donnie Kehr

Ed Heck

Emilio Pagan
Fiona Benson
Gloria Fields
Jamie Grace
Jenn Holmes

Mary Vernieu
Maryam Flowers Bridal
Maryam Saeedi
Melanie Sussman
Melissa Meyer
Michael Davis

Mott Haven Academy
Myra Scheer

Omid

Oscar & Henry King
Par Plumbing Co. Inc.
Patty Applegate

Paul Beirne

Randy Pearlman

Risa Shapiro

Robert Marakovits
Sam Schecter

Sam Scripps

Sara Colleton

Sara Zamor

Jennifer Pagan
Jesse Mizell
Jo Alexandrae
Joseph Jacobs
Juliet Forde
Kay Kay Clivio
Krista Bonura
Miriam Lissak
Patricia Ngo
Sal Bellino
Sarah White
Scott Duquette
Shay Roehm
Shea

Solange Burnett-Loucas
Stephanie Lira
Sydney Grodin
Tanya Boulton
TJ Mizell

Tony Bey
Tristan Pagan
Xavier Pagan
Zach Mines
Zara Pagan

Sarah Turcotte

Shari Dreier

Staci Grodin

Standard Technology, Inc
Stephen DiGiuseppi
Steven Fisch

Susan Berninger

Terry & Darin Walters
The Deer Mountain Inn
Tim Chow

Todd James

Tony and Melanie Sussman
William Baker

William Davis

Yassin Jahabin

Foster Care Liasions

April Dinwoodie

Barry Chaffkin

Caryn Ashare Norman Gabriella
Cassandra

Jane Feyder-Siegel September
Sucher

Shirley Salomon

Susan Abrams

To everyone else who contributed,
we thank you, as every dollar counts!
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MOST KIDS, THEY DON'T
REALLY GET A BUNCH OF
OPPORTUNITIES IN LIFE...AT
CAMP FELIXYOU COULD
FEEL LIKE YOU'RE ONE OF
THOSE KIDS WHO GETS
OPPORTUNITIES..."




WHAT CAN YOU DO?

DONATE

Will send one child in foster

$500 | care fo Camp Felix for one Make Your Check Payable To:
memorob|e, life chcmging
week.

The Felix Organization
43 Oyster Bay Road

Poys for textbooks for our Locust Valley, NY 11560
co||ege bound yoUJrh_

Or donate online at

$100 Will provide 3 campers with www.thefelixorganization.org/donate

swimsuits, gogg|es, and swim

caps ds Jrhey learn to swim.

Kids 4 Kids

Kids 4 Kids is an initiative that engages young
peop|e in our mission of providing inspiring

opportunities to children in foster care.

Sydney (left) used her Bat Mitzvah money to
send 8 children to Comp Felix in 2016. She also
spent a doy vo|un’reering at Comp Felix 2016.

To sign a kid up, visit
www.thefelixorganization.org/kids-4-kids-

WHAT CAN YOU DO? | 22




ANNUAL EVENTS

OPEN HOUSE

AUGUST/PUTNAM VALLEY

A BBQ and Talent Show at Camp Felix
where our campers showcased their
talents and skills learned at camp!

OM THIS WAY

OCTOBER/NYC & SAN FRAN

A Hip Hop Yoga benefit event at Equinox led
by New York's leading yoga experts.

LAUGH THIS WAY

NOVEMBER/LA

A night of comedy at the Laugh Factory
hosted by Darryl "DMC" McDaniels, Russell
Peters, and Chris Spencer.

Check out www.thefelixorganization.org for this year's dates!
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SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017

REGISTER NOW!

dancethisway.org

n ° @ m @felixorganization @ y@FeIiX4Change

K
GUIDESTAR
~ Exchange
GOLD

For more information, email us at

2016 TOP-RATED

info@thefelixorganization.org

Volunteer. Donate, Review.




